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 WE WERE CREATED FOR CONNECTION 
SUNDAY GATHERING: 10:00 AM 

Outward 
We are highlighting three essential targets as we launch into the fall season. It is 

easy to see that we need to begin with God (Upward). It’s also understandable 
that what happens on the inside, in our souls, will be a major factor in our spiritual 

lives (Inward). But today we reach the purpose behind all of it. 

“Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me  

a willing spirit to sustain me.”         Psalm 51:12 

“Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

so that sinners will turn back to you.”         verse 13 

Theme: Inward renewal leads to outward ministry! 

Matthew 25:31-40 

Recognizing Jesus 

 Look back (vv. 31-33) 

“And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”               Matthew 24:14 

Jesus is on his throne. 

Only two groups . . .  

 Look forward (vv. 34) 

This is what all creation has been waiting for. 

“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world . . .”                          
 Ephesians 1:4-5 

“After what he has done for me, there isn’t anything I wouldn’t do for him!” 

 Look around (vv. 35-36) 

“faith in action” 

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of 

the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will 
become like the noonday.” Isaiah 58:10 

 Look surprised (vv. 37-39) 

Not calculated, not for recognition, but flowed naturally, pure motives 

I think it revealed genuine passion. 

(continued on other side) 



We are delighted you chose to attend our gathering today. Check out our 

online Connection Card (newharvestch.org/connect), or fill out a 

Connection Card found in the back of the chair with your prayer requests 

and to let us know that you joined us today. 

Welcome 

Guests  

& Visitors 

Outward Continued 

 Look closely (v.40) 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

“Let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers.”          Galatians 6:10 

 Look Outward  

Let your light shine . . .”  Matthew 5:14,16 

Upward = Father    Inward = Spirit    Outward = Jesus 

Reflective Questions 

1. Are you good at  remembering names or recognizing faces? How so? 

2. What stands out to you in Jesus’ story found in Matthew 25:31-40? What do you 

think was Jesus’ motivation in telling this story? 

3. Why is outward such a crucial topic in our three-part series? What did you learn 

about outward from this teaching? 
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